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FORRESTFIELD–AIRPORT LINK — TUNNELLING MACHINE 

161. Mr D.C. NALDER to the Premier: 
I refer to issues relating to the government’s handling of the rebadged Liberal–National government 
Forrestfield–Airport Link. 

(1) Why should the people of Western Australia believe that the Premier was completely unaware of major 
issues on this $1.8 billion Forrestfield–Airport Link project? 

(2) Can the Premier explain why senior ministers are repeatedly refusing to notify him on issues that he 
should be aware of? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
(1)–(2) I will just start with the first part of the question from the shadow Minister for Transport. What did he 

describe it as—rebadged? 

Mr D.C. Nalder: I am not the shadow Minister for Transport. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I just want to quote whatever he is—shadow Treasurer. The shadow transport minister is 
not asking that question. All right, the shadow Treasurer has pointed out something interesting. The shadow 
Treasurer described the project as rebadged and the like, and I just want to point out that in March 2018—
yesterday—the Leader of the Opposition was on radio. I just want to quote what he had to say — 

This is the largest capital works project in WA. It is part of their Metronet project. 
In other words, the Leader of the Opposition said “their”—being Labor. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member of Scarborough! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: That deals with the first component of the question. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Dr M.D. Nahan: You are scared and you are flummoxed! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: But why did the Leader of the Opposition say that? Why did he say, “It is part of their 
Metronet project”? That is what he had to say—“their” being Labor. In any event, that is the Leader of the 
Opposition’s view; one of the pretenders has a different view. 
In relation to the issues surrounding what has occurred, obviously with any major construction project issues occur 
along the way. As I said this morning on radio, anyone who has built a house, anyone who has undertaken any sort 
of construction, will understand that issues occur. In any given year the capital works of the state are worth 
somewhere around $7 billion, and if we roll in the government trading enterprises, there are many billion dollars 
more worth of capital works around the state. It may surprise members to know that I do not get told about every 
issue in relation to a construction project across Western Australia. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: There are hundreds of them at any given time. As the minister said earlier, the issue is being 
dealt with by the contractor. 
Mr W.R. Marmion interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Nedlands, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: As the minister indicated, the issues are being dealt with by the contractor, with some expert 
advice, to ensure that they are dealt with. I suppose it is not surprising that there might be a few issues when 
tunnelling, because there is a project definition plan that the former government hid from proper view, as the 
minister indicated, and I just want to read it. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: This is a quotation from the project definition plan that the former Liberal government hid. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
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Mr M. McGOWAN: The opposition members may not understand what the minister said, because they have 
difficulty comprehending things, but we wrote to the Leader of the Opposition about this issue. He denied access 
to the plan, and that was on 26 June 2017. 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you to order for the second time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: This report indicates as follows — 

The key risks identified include: 
• excessive ground movement beyond acceptable levels, 
• sinkhole formation at ground surface, 

That is a report that the opposition had, which it hid from public view. We are very fortunate that Perth Airport 
happened to publish some extracts, because the opposition refused to give it to the government. That is what we 
are reduced to to try to get this information, because the opposition refused to release these documents. The 
opposition had control of them because they were former cabinet documents; we asked it to release them and it 
did not. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I think that has dealt with the question that the member has asked. I see the way he is shaking 
his head. Look at how straight he is sitting; we would think he was in school. He sitting up straight, trying to get 
attention. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I have answered the question. I am not informed about every single matter that happens on 
every single construction project across Western Australia. 
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